
The 2022 Annual Meeting 
will be held on March 10 at the 
Edmond Conference Center with 
another lineup of speakers set to 
present on a variety of industry 
topics.

The meeting will also 
provide a chance to seat four 
board members. Three members 
of the current Board are up for 
re-election and have expressed a 
desire to continue serving.

The keynote speaker for the 
meeting will be Joy Ditto, the CEO of the 
American Public Power Association. She 
will be speaking during the business part of 
the meeting.

Ditto, who spoke at the 2021 MESO 
Public Power Conference, assumed her spot 

at the APPA in January of 2020. 
She had previously served as the 
president and CEO of the Utilities 
Technology Council, which is a 
global trade association that partly 
represents electric utilities. She 
has testified before the U.S. Senate 
and the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission and is a past chair 
of the National Energy Resources 
Organization. She sits on the board 
of the Electrical Safety Foundation 
International.

Ditto also had a previous stint with 
the APPA as the senior vice president for 
legislative and political affairs and was the 
legislative assistant to two Congressional 
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Southwestern Power Resources 
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Edmond, Oklahoma 73083-1960
Phone: 405-359-2500
Fax: 405-359-1071
www.ompa.com

OMPA is a wholesale power company 
owned by 42 municipal electric 
utilities. OMPA provides economies 
of scale in power generation 
and related services to support 
community-owned electric utilities. 
The members of OMPA serve 
approximately 250,000 Oklahomans.
This publication is issued by OMPA 
as authorized by the OMPA General 
Manager. 425 copies have been 
prepared and distributed at a cost of 
$700. [74 O.S. § 3105(B)]

Dean Sherrick, pictured at left, retired 
from the City of Edmond in February 
after more than 45 years with the city. He 
most recently served as the Distribution 
Superintendent for Edmond Electric, 
and is well-known among Oklahoma 
lineman, having served for many years 
on the Board of Directors for Municipal 
Electric Services of Oklahoma, including 
as President. Edmond Electric held a 
retirement celebration for Sherrick on 
Feb. 10.

Continued on Page 5
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Well-Deserved Retirement

APPA President to speak at 
OMPA’s Annual Meeting

Joy Ditto
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OMPA Annual Surveys

Key study findings
• 73.6 of 2021 OMPA survey 

respondents reported being either 
“very satisfied” (27.9) or “satisfied” 
(45.7) with their electric service

• Reliability was rated by 40.1 
percent of respondents as the 
characteristic that should be the 
utility’s primary focus 

• 57.5 percent of respondents 
reported being “very likely” (21.3) 
or “somewhat likely” (36.2) to sign 
up for a variable electric rate

• 65.8 percent of respondents 
reported satisfaction with their 
utility’s response to the COVID-19 
pandemic

• 58 percent of respondents 
described their electric utility as 
“municipally owned” and 65.3 
percent reported their electric 
power being provided by the city 
rather than a non-local company as 
“very valuable (38.9) or “somewhat 
valuable” (26.4)

• 49.3 percent of respondents 
indicated “mass notification via 
text message” as their preferred 
method of notification for outages 
and other emergency management 
notifications

• “Emails” were preferred by 
20 percent of respondents as the 
most effective way to receive 
information on products and 
services

Note: If you would like a copy 
of the survey, please contact 
Member Services Director Jennifer 
Rogers at jrogers@ompa.com.

The OMPA Board of Directors heard a presentation at its February meeting 
from GreatBlue Research, which was the firm that conducted the Authority’s 
annual survey of customers in all member cities and towns.

The primary goals of the survey are to assess satisfaction levels of residential 
customers living in the member communities, highlight attitudes and awareness 
regarding various utility efforts and gauge potential interest in emerging 
technologies. The results of these surveys have helped lead the way toward OMPA 
programs in the past.

The methodology of the research has begun to deviate from surveys in the past, 
due to customer habits and an emerging difficulty to meet survey quotas through 
just telephone. Whereas past surveys were conducted with just telephone, these 
were done with a mix of telephone and digital, which impacted the demographics 
of the respondents and may have impacted the results.

Below is a summation of a few of the question results.



A 120-year-old building in 
downtown Altus is being renovated and 
turned into an event center.

The building was built in 1901 and 
was originally Russell’s Department 
Store. Since then, it’s changed a few 
times to other department stores and was 
most recently a furniture store.

But, it’s now being turned into an 
event center called Hudson Hall, with 
the owners trying to take the building’s 
design back to what it was when it was 
first built over 120 years ago.

The plan is to take the building 
back to its roots, tearing away the 
tin to uncover it’s original glory but 
renovating it with a modern flair.

“You definitely run into hiccups 
along the way, this building is extremely 
old, we aren’t 100 percent sure what 

we’re getting into every time we tear 
down a wall or expose something,” 
Hudson Hall co-owner Sidney Tyner 
said. It’s definitely been interesting to 
start the process and work through the 
kinks as we go.”

“It is very neat to see the treasures 
of everything and how it was built 
and the craftsmanship of these old 
buildings,” co-owner Emily Worrell 
said. “You just don’t find that anymore.”

Once the renovations are finished, 
they hope Hudson Hall becomes a 
multipurpose event center.

“The main room downstairs will be 
your grand ballroom, you can rent it for 
weddings, parties, corporate meetings, 
anything you would need a large scale 
event center for,” Tyner said. “In the 
back, we’re putting in a full commercial 

kitchen. That makes it easier for catering 
but also we’re able to provide classes 
back there as well.”

They hope those renovations will be 
done this summer, giving Altus residents 
something they currently don’t have.

“Whenever I was getting married 
a few years ago it was hard because we 
couldn’t find a place we wanted that 
could fit the people we wanted there,” 
Tyner said. “This was something that I 
think is going to be extremely beneficial 
and I love that it’s downtown in the 
heart of downtown.”

“We are so invested in our 
downtown community,” Worrell said. 
“Not very many downtowns I feel 
like would have a space like this that 
can offer so much for not just our 
business, but for all of the surrounding 
businesses.”

Once the renovations of the first 
floor are complete, the owners plan on 
renovating the upstairs portion of the 
building to allow for even more space 
for events, but expect it to be a few years 
before that project is complete.

- KSWO
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The Oklahoma Municipal Power 
Authority is accepting nominations to 
send a representative from a member 
city or town to the American Public 
Power Association (APPA) National 
Conference in Nashville from June 
10-15.

Eligibility is open to decision-
makers of in-state OMPA members, 
like elected officials or chief 
administrative officers. The offer is 
available to the community’s Elector 
if not already covered by one of 
those previously mentioned. It is not 
available to members with someone 
sitting on the Board of Directors, 
which already will be attending the 

conference.
The APPA National Conference is 

an opportunity for those in a leadership 
position at a public power utility to 
learn more about the issues facing 
public power, network with peers, and 
take home valuable information and 

ideas on how their locally-owned utility 
can better serve their community.

The person selected must make a 
commitment to attend the conference 
and two pre-conference seminars, as 
well as provide a verbal report to the 
Board of Directors regarding their 
experience.

Nomination forms were sent out to 
member cities and towns, and are due 
back by March 4. A selection will be 
made by double-blind drawing.

Return nomination forms to 
OMPA’s Carolyn Hart at chart@ompa.
com, by fax at 405-359-1071 or by mail 
at P.O. Box 1960, Edmond, OK 73083-
1960.

OMPA accepting nominees of member 
decision makers to attend APPA nationals

City Update

Old building 
to become new 
event center



This edition of the Outlet 
focuses on OMPA’s Annual 

Meeting of Electors on March 10.
 I encourage you to attend.  This 

meeting is a good opportunity to 
get updated on OMPA, as well as 
hearing from national public power 
leaders.  With so many changes 
happening in the electric power sector, 
it is important to stay engaged and 
informed.  

I also want to extend my 
congratulations to Dean Sherrick on 
his retirement from Edmond Electric.  
It is hard to imagine the changes he 
has seen in Edmond over the 45-plus 
years he has served his community.  
There are a lot of ways you can service 
your community and being a part of 
public power is a great way.

Be safe, and I hope to see you at 
our meeting.

Highlights From December 2021 Board of Directors Meeting

• Approved CUP recertification awards for Comanche Public Works Authority and Ponca City Utility 
Authority for two awards valued at 1.5 points and two awards valued at 1.75 points

• Approved CUP Interim Review Award to Laverne Public Works Authority with two awards valued at 1.5 points
• Authorized the General Manager to execute an extension of the Oneta Power Purchase Agreement for a 

10-year term

Board Reports
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David W. 
Osburn

General
Manager’s

Report

Hoping to see all at the Annual Meeting

Highlights From February 2022 Board of Directors Meeting

• Approved CUP Interim Review Awards to Okeene Public Works Authority and Ft. Supply Public Works 
Authority for one award valued at .75 points each

• Authorized General Manger to replace a pickup truck that was damaged beyond repair in an amount not 
to exceed $40,000

The next Board of Directors meeting is scheduled to be held
at 9:30 a.m. on March 10 at the Edmond Conference Center.

Highlights From January 2022 Board of Directors Meeting

• Approved CUP recertification award to Tonkawa Municipal Authority with one award valued at 1.75 
points

• Authorized General Manager to execute an option by a buyer to purchase a portion of the land associated 
with the Pirkey Power Plant

• Approved an amendment to the North Fork Solar contract
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Annual Meeting: Continued from Page 1 Election of Board Members
Three Board members are up for re-election at the 

Annual Meeting in March 10, in addition to Mangum’s 
Dave Andren needing to be confirmed by the membership.

The Oklahoma Municipal Power Authority Board 
of Directors is an 11-seat Board that is elected entirely 
by electors at the Annual Meeting 
each year. All 42 of OMPA’s 
members have an elector that can 
vote at the elections. 

The Board members up for 
re-election and confirmation – all 
of whom have been recommended 
by the Board Election Committee – 
are profiled below.

Gary Jones, City of Altus. 
Jones has been the city manager at 
Altus since 2019. He previously 
served as State Auditor and 
Inspector under Gov. Mary Fallin 
from 2011-2014, as well as Chair 
of the Oklahoma Republican Party 
from 2007-2010 and as Comanche 
County Commissioner from 1994-
1998.

Kimberly Meek, City of 
Duncan. Meek has been the 
City Manager of Duncan since 
2016. She previously was the 
City Manager at Guymon, where 
she also served as city clerk and 
finance director. In 2020, she was 
named the Oklahoma Municipal 
League’s Woman of the Year.

Dixie Johnson, City of 
Perry. Johnson has been the city 
clerk at Perry since 2011. She 
has worked for the city since 
2002, and has served as their 
coordinator for the Competitive 
Utility Program (CUP), as well 
as on OMPA’s Energy Services 
Committee.

Dave Andren, City of 
Mangum. Andren has been 
the city manager at Mangum 
since 2018. Before that, he was 
assistant city manager in the City 
of Crescent, and spent 20 years in 
the U.S. Air Force. 

Gary Jones

Kimberly Meek

Dixie Johnson

Dave Andren

representatives from Pennsylvania.
Two other speakers will present 

on industry topics in breakout 
sessions, following the meeting 
agenda. They are Mike Peters, the 
CEO of Wisconsin Public Power 
Inc., and Michael Romeo, who is 
the VP of Business Development for 
Franklin Energy.

Peters will speak on the 
services WPPI Energy provides 
for its members. He has been the 
CEO for the agency since 2011 and 

has worked for locally-owned utilities for more than 35 
years. He also is on the Board of Directors for the APPA 
and previously was the CEO for the Michigan Electric 
Cooperative Association. WPPI Energy has 51 member 
utilities, which serve more than 200,000 homes and 
business in Wisconsin, Michigan and Iowa.

Romeo will present on “Grid impact from 
electrification – the importance of technology and load 
balancing.” He specializes in his knowledge of utility 
operations and designing initiatives for efficiency, 
renewables, electrification and demand. He also has 
experience working with a large range of industry 
technologies and cutting edge ideas.  Recently, he spent 
time building a program for an electric vehicle charging 
company.

In addition to those speakers, Board Chairman Homer 
Nicholson on Ponca City and OMPA General Manager 
Dave Osburn will also address those in attendance and 
speak about the previous year and current events.

Mike Peters

The Edmond Conference Center will be the location for the 
2022 Annual Meeting.
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For the first time in two decades, 
the City of Edmond will have a new 
leader at the helm of City government.

During a special session today, 
City Council approved the hiring of 
Scot Rigby as the City Manager for 
the City of Edmond. Rigby will take 
over for Larry Stevens, who is retiring 
after serving as the City Manager in 
Edmond since March 2002.

Rigby is expected to officially step 
in this March.

Named the Assistant City Manager 
and Director of Development Services 
for the City of Wichita in July 2015, 
Rigby is responsible for economic and 
urban development, redevelopment 
and real estate programs and projects, 
the Metropolitan Area Planning and 
Area Building, and airports.

Rigby has a proven track 
record working with developers 
and major projects, partnering with 
the Downtown Wichita Association 
to attract nearly $400 million in 

private investment over a 5-year 
span all while fostering a strong 
relationship with businesses of all 
sizes by developing a thorough city-
led business retention and expansion 
program.

Among the major projects Rigby 
shepherded were:

Led the establishment of the 
Greater Wichita Partnership, a group 
that fostered regional economic 
development. That group has helped 
attract more than 3,000 jobs and nearly 
$2 billion in private capital investment 
in the city.

Secured $22 million in state 
funding to develop a multi-sport youth 
complex that now serves a multi-state 
audience and generates more than 1 
million in annual attendance.

Established a plan that attracted 
a minor league baseball franchise and 
secured $100 million in funding to 
build a new 10,000 seat stadium and 
500 space multi-modal garage.

Rigby began his public service 
career with the City of Mesa in 
Arizona, where he worked in various 
roles for nearly 8 years. He was named 
Mesa’s senior project manager in 
2012 and supervised a team of project 
managers who were responsible for 
citywide business attraction and 
retention. He was the lead in various 
high-profile projects, including 
infrastructure projects at the Phoenix-
Mesa Gateway Airport, an Apple 
manufacturing plant, a Sheraton Hotel 
and Conference Center and new spring 
training and stadium complexes for 
baseball’s Chicago Cubs and Oakland 
Athletics.

Rigby has a bachelor’s degree in 

City Update

City Manager 
named as
replacement

The City of Purcell is planning a 
lighting project that will brighten Green 
Avenue from Main Street to Walnut 
Creek. That will be followed with 
Phase ll that continues down Green to 
Walmart.

Trey Phillips is Superintendent 
of the Electric Department. Phillips is 
working with two lighting companies 
to determine what is the most attractive 
choice to brighten the areas. LED 
roadway lighting will provide a clean 

and crisp light, but the study will 
determine what is the best fixture and 
layout for the construction.

Plans will add poles and 
underground electric feeds that require 
support from other City department 
crews. Cooper Lighting has offered to 
perform a lighting demonstration for 
the areas.

The city plans to budget for Phase 
I during the next budget year, which 
begins July 2022. A date for work to 
begin has not be set. As experienced 
with many projects in the last year, the 
pandemic has caused long lead times 
for backordered lighting materials.

City Update

Project to light 
downtown 
planned

Continued on Page 9
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First year of results are in for member cities 
and towns using Apogee customer software

A group of OMPA member 
utilities have now been offering a 
suite of energy analysis tools for 
their customers for one year. The 
tools help the customers learn about 
ways to save energy and money in 
their home, and can help utilities 
further their initiatives by promoting 
programs, encouraging self-service, 
and increasing customer satisfaction. 

January 2021 through December 
2021, the Apogee Energy Advisor 
and Special Purpose Calculator use 
equated to 3,085 customer energy 
education opportunities. There were 
886 total uses of the Energy Advisor 
in 2021. If those had been done by 
an Energy Auditor on site at a cost to 
OMPA or member cities of $125 each, 
$111,125 of avoided expense was 
realized. If as little as 10 percent of 
those offset in-person audit requests, 
over $11,112 of expense was avoided.

Twelve of 18 participating cities 
have the Energy Advisor and Special 
Purpose Calculators located on 
their webpage and or 
social media platform.

The Apogee 
platform has 
several options 
for customers, 
including:

• The Home 
Energy Advisor 
-- This quick calculator 
provides an estimated 
breakdown of your energy use and 
costs by heating, cooling, water 
heating, refrigeration, lighting, and 
appliances. Learn how much you can 
save in each area. 

• Special Purpose Calculators: 
These are user friendly, calculators 
that evaluate specific areas of the 
home letting users compare options. 
Each has a short, promotional video 

to engage customers from the website 
and in social media. 

Our selection of special purpose 
calculators with corresponding videos 
include: 

• Electric Vehicle: The EV 
Calculator helps compare the monthly 
fuel cost and pounds of carbon 
dioxide generated by a gas vehicle 
versus the make and model of an 
electric vehicle. Instantly calculate 

the monthly savings—both 
in money and CO2 

emissions—of 
making the switch 
to an electric 
vehicle. 

• Lighting 
Calculator: Shows 

exactly how much 
money you can 

save by switching from 
standard bulbs to compact 

fluorescent lights or LEDs. 
• Heat Pump Calculator: Estimate 

the savings of upgrading your heat 
pump from your current SEER to a 
higher SEER rating. 

• Phantom Load: Some appliances 
use electricity even when they 
are turned off. The Phantom Load 
calculator demonstrates how to save 
money by unplugging appliances or 

using a power strip to stop the flow of 
electricity to these energy vampires. 

As an added value, the suite of 
energy analysis tools also includes 
marketing resources to OMPA and 
their member utilities. These valuable 
resources are designed to generate 
awareness and engagement. This 
service helps save money AND extend 
staff by providing digital artwork and 
content for digital or print ads, articles 
for newsletters, press releases, social 
media posts, and much more.

If any member currently not 
participating has interest, please 
contact Steve Mathena at 405-359-
2520  smathena@ompa.com.

886
Total uses of the 

Energy Advisor in 2021
Special Purpose 

Calculator Use 2021

Electric vehicle calculator: 430

Heat Pump Calculator: 523

Lighting Calculator: 516

Vampire Load Calculator: 707
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CUP Recertifications For Comanche and Duncan

The City of Comanche, left, and 
the City of Duncan, below, were 
recently awarded recertifications 
in the Competitive Utility Program 
(CUP), which is a best-practices 
program that offers members $20,000 
annually and points off their winter 
power bill.

Comanche City Manager Chuck 
Ralls is the CUP Coordinator for 
his city, while David Yeager is the 
coordinator for Duncan.

The City of Duncan Outdoor 
Warning Siren System is now modified 
and configured for automatic activation 
in the event a Tornado Warning is issued 

by the National Weather Service. 
The siren system now monitors the 

National Weather Service’s Emergency 
Alert System for Tornado Warning 

information. When a warning is 
populated on the weather map and a 
red TOW (Tornado Warning) polygon 
appears, the sirens will automatically 
activate if the red TOW polygon 
intersects with our Outdoor Warning 
Siren coverage area. 

This modification includes all four 
City of Duncan lakes — Lake Fuqua, 
Lake Humphrey, Duncan Lake and Clear 
Creek Lake. 

Additionally, the lakes are now 

City Update

Warning
system receives 
an update

Continued on Page 10
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political science from Brigham Young 
University and a master’s degree in 
public administration from Arizona 
State University.

Stevens has been the City 
Manager for Edmond for nearly 

20 years, overseeing the steady 
growth of the city. Named the City 
Manager of the Year in 2007 by the 
City Management Association of 
Oklahoma, Stevens saw the population 
of Edmond grow to nearly 100,000 

over that time and led the City’s 
response in growing and expanding 
services and programs to successfully 
encourage continued development 
while addressing the increased demand 
created by growth.

Edmond City Manager: Continued from Page 6

OMPA and City of Kingfisher to each host 
lineman training opportunities in 2022

The OMPA Field Services 
Department in Fairview will once again 
be the host site for a lineman training 
opportunity from June 14-16. 

In addition, the City of Kingfisher 
is also on the schedule for underground 
trouble shooting from July 20-21.

Each of these training opportunities 
are organized and directed by 
Municipal Electric Systems of 
Oklahoma and its Director of Job 
Training and Safety, Tom Dougherty. 
Registration can be made through 
Deborah Gonzales at deborah@meso.
org or 405-528-7564, ext. 1.

“These training sessions are for 
professional lineworkers regardless of 
experience and skill level,” Dougherty 
said. “There will be something for 
everyone who wants to improve their 
abilities.”

Professional Development Training 
dates set

As part of OMPA’s Affiliate 
Membership Agreement with MESO, 
OMPA has also received five regional 
onsite professional development 
training days.

These training sessions exist to 
help OMPA Members Cities with CUP 
training hours and to provide valuable 
training.

The 2022 training dates and 
locations are:

• April 19 - Watonga

• June 22 - Pawhuska
• July 21 - Laverne/Mooreland
• October 25, 26 or 27 – Purcell 

(date to be determined)
• December 13 – OMPA Edmond 

Office
The training dates generally have 

two sessions in the morning and the 
same two topics are presented in 
afternoon sessions. This allows for 
attending cities and towns to send part 
of their team in the morning and others 
in the afternoon.

Topics to be presented to are being 
finalized. All topics will fall into one 
of four general categories: customer 
service, leadership, team building, 
and MESO Professional Development 
2022 dates for OMPA Professional 
Development provided by MESO set 
communications. All sessions will 

qualify as “C” type hours required 
under the OMPA CUP Program.

 “We are honored to be allowed 
to work with Public Power utilities 
across Oklahoma,” said Jeff Kaufmann, 
MESO Director of Communications 
and Professional Development. 

“It is our goal to provide value to 
all of our members while focusing on 
our mission ‘to enhance our members’ 
value to their customers through 
industry best-practice, training, and 
services.’”

Palma Lough will be the 
primary contact for OMPA Regional 
Professional Development sessions, 
and questions may be directed to 
her at plough@ompa.com. Any 
questions about MESO Professional 
Development Training, contact 
Kaufmann at jeffk@meso.org.
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The Oklahoma Department 
of Commerce (ODOC) recently 
announced that 28 communities were 
selected to receive funding to support 
the development of 28 new industrial 
sites to market.

Among the communities that 
were selected was OMPA members 
Blackwell, Duncan and Perry.

“The response to this application 
was impressive and really shows 
the commitment our communities 
have to growth,” said Brent Kisling, 
Commerce Executive Director. “With 
the availability and capacity of sites 
being an area of concern, the primary 
consideration for choosing recipients 
was size of the properties submitted. 

This grant will help 28 Oklahoma 
communities better prepare for growth 
opportunities, and we at Commerce 
will put our heads down and work 
to find ways to help these and other 
communities succeed.”

The grant funds can be used to help 
these communities

• Identify available sites 
capabilities;

• Identify what industries sites can 
support;

• Identify quantified site gaps and 
limitations;

• Conduct competitive capability 
assessments; and

• Make recommendations for 
investment in infrastructure gaps.

City Update

Members to 
receive grants 
from ODOC

Duncan update: Continued from Page 8

independent of each other for siren 
activation. Previously, all lake sirens had 
to be activated for a warning at any of 
the lakes. Now, each lake is independent, 
and a siren can be sounded individually 
or in a group of affected lakes. 

If the TOW polygon intersects the 
City of Duncan coverage area and Lake 
Humphrey coverage area, both the city 
and Lake Humphrey sirens will sound 
leaving all other lake sirens silent until 
a warning is issued in that specific 
area. Additionally, if only Clear Creek 
Lake and Fuqua Lake are in the TOW 
polygon, only those two sirens will 
activate. 

Dispatchers at the Duncan Police 
Department have live weather radar 
overlaying the siren system and an 
indication of any activated sirens. A 
popup will populate the screen to notify 
them when a warning is sounded. The 
automation feature does not prevent 
the manual activation of any warning 
function. 

Weekly testing of the siren system 
is now fully automated unless severe 
weather is in the area or forecast. Each 
lake siren is automatically activated 

sequentially at 11:59 a.m. every 
Monday. The City of Duncan sirens will 
follow at noon. 

The computer runs the testing 
sequence for four minutes and tests 
multiple functions such as Wail for 
Tornado Warning, Steady for All Clear, 
and monitors siren voltage and current, 
battery levels, rotation, charger status, 
line voltage and communications 
strength. These conditions are 
communicated back to the central 
activation point and relayed to city staff 
if any maintenance is needed. Eleven 
of the 28 in service sirens are equipped 
with these automated two-way telemetry 
systems. 

This project is in progress with all 
siren sites scheduled to be remodeled 
with the new equipment already 
purchased and waiting to be installed. 
The new and old siren system do work 
together with the improvements that 
have been implemented so there is 
no interruption of automated warning 
during the changeover period. 

Future improvements planned 
will integrate automated Lightning 
Detection and Lightning Warning in City 

of Duncan parks, walking trails, and 
the Abe Raizen sports complex. These 
lightning warning devices will be voice 
capable sirens that will give a voice 
warning of approaching lightning and 
instruct users to take shelter. 

Two of these sirens are planned to 
be located at the Hillcrest and Douglass 
Park splash pads and will deactivate 
the water pumping system during the 
warning condition to encourage users to 
leave and take shelter. 

The sirens will also be able to 
sound voice announcements for Tornado 
Warnings, Flood Warnings, High Winds, 
Siren testing and more. 

The sirens, to be located near 
Halliburton Stadium, Fuqua Pool, all 
city parks, splash pads, and Abe Raizen 
sports complex will be capable of Public 
Address and will be used to broadcast 
messages during events such as Fourth 
of July for lost children, emergencies, or 
any other need that may arise. 

Loisdawn Jones, Public Information 
and Civic Engagement, with City of 
Duncan, said the improvements were 
much needed and will be beneficial to 
the community.
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General session speakers lined up for 
2022 Public Power Conference in Norman

The MESO Public Power 
Conference is scheduled for April 24-
26 in Norman.

General Sessions speakers include 
Dr. Chuck Jackson, Colin Hansen, 
and Kevin Sesock. Jackson, a highly 
respected and dynamic motivational 
speaker, brings his unique and 
entertaining style to every session he 
presents.

Hansen is the Chairman, American 
Public Power Association Executive 
Director, Kansas Power Pool, and 
one of the nation’s leading experts on 
locally owned and controlled municipal 
electric utilities. And Sesock, OMAG’s 
Chief Information Officer, will discuss 
“how you hold the key to cybersecurity 
in the palm of your hand.”

The 2021 Public Power Conference 
breakout sessions provide something 
for people in all areas of municipal 
operations including Customer Service, 
Human Resources, Electric Utility 
Operations and Linework, and Power 
Generation.

 Breakout sessions include:
• Changing/Developing Workplace 

Culture
• The Ins and Outs of Severe 

Weather

Management
• Lessons Learned from an 

Emergency: the

Leader’s Perspective
• Basic Lockout/Tagout and 

Switching
• Grow House Loading
• New Technologies & Funding 

Opportunities

Communications: Awareness Beyond 
Your Own Department

• Rooftop Solar – Is It Right For 
You?

• How to be a Public Power 
Ambassador

• Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
• Reducing Stress & Burnout

Attendee registration is available at 
www.meso.org.

The annual Public Power 
Conference brings together leaders 
of municipal electric systems 
across the State of Oklahoma and 
neighboring states. By participating 
in the 2022 conference, you will have 
the opportunity to connect with key 
decisionmakers. 

Public Power Conference 

participants represent municipally 
owned electric systems in Oklahoma, 
Kansas, and Arkansas. This annual 
event draws city managers, supervisors, 
lineworkers, and customer service 
professionals, so regardless of who you 
are looking to partner with, they may 
be at this conference.

Due to the ongoing COVID 19 
Pandemic, MESO continues to monitor 
the situation.

“We will work with the hotel and 
take reasonable precautions to help 
keep our members safe,” said Tom 
Rider, MESO General Manager.

Registration questions may 
be directed to MESO Director of 
Administration and Finance, Deborah 
Gonzales, at deborah@meso.org or at 
405-528-7564 ext. 1. 

Sue Kelly, the former president of the American Public Power Association, speaks at 
the general session of a recent Public Power Conference. This year’s event will be in 
Norman from April 24-26.



PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID

EDMOND OK
PERMIT NO. 298

News From Your
Oklahoma Municipal Power Authority

PO BOX 1960, 
Edmond, Oklahoma  73083-1960

OMPA Web Address: www.ompa.com          OMPA E-Mail Address: ompa@ompa.com
24-Hour Emergency…..1-405-340-8313          Non-Emergency (from 8 am to 5 pm, Monday - Friday)…..1-405-359-2500

Chair
Homer Nicholson, Ponca City

Vice Chair
Jim Greff, Prague

Secretary
Dave Slezickey, Kingfisher

Treasurer
Dale Bunn, Purcell

Members
Glenn Fisher, Edmond

Gary Jones, Altus
Kimberly Meek, Duncan 

Dixie Johnson, Perry
Jason McPherson, Marlow

Chuck Ralls, Comanche 
Dave Andren, Mangum


